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Congenital Hypotrichia in the Dog 


BY 


L. R. THOMSETT 
Department of Medicine, Royal Veterinary College 


SUMMARY .—A case of congenital hypotrichia in 
a young male whippet is described together with the 
histology of biopsy specimens. 


Introduction 

ONGENITAL alopecia is a condition recog- 

nised in both man and domestic animals. It may 

occur as a single entity, not necessarily hered- 
itary in origin, or as part of the syndrome “congen- 
ital ectodermal defect” the features of which are the 
incomplete development or partial absence in certain 
areas of the body of the epidermis and its append- 
ages. This may be seen in a dominant form affecting 
mostly males and sometimes females, or as a sex 
linked recessive in males, the male showing 
symptoms and the female being a ~symptomless 
carrier. 

Congenital, hypotrichia which may be seen as one 
manifestation of congenital alopecia is essentially a 
paucity or absence of hairs at birth due to failure 
to develop the normal number of hair follicles and 
associated epidermal appendages. Cases of this 
condition, although rare, have been reported in man 
over the past 80 years, and more recently in 
domestic animals. 

Heller (1910) described the condition in both man 
and animals quoting a number of cases including 
one in the dog together with a description of the 
histology. Touraine (1952) has given an account of 
a number of congenital ectodermal polydisplasias in 
man characterised by alopecia, hypotrichia, kera- 
tosis and dystrophies of the nails and teeth and also 
cataract, symptoms of which may be observed at 
various periods between birth and middle age. 
Genetic hairlessness in calves with concurrent 
abnormalities of teeth, horns and hooves has also 
been reported. Hutt and Saunders (1953) described 
an 8-week-old calf which was hairless, the hair folli- 
cles of which were abnormal in structure although 
normal in number. Kral and Novak (1953) give a 
short description of congenital hairlessness in 
domestic animals but confine their remarks to horses, 
cattle, goats and pigs. 


Danielli (1934) also gives details of hairlessness in 
horses and cattle but does not include any histology 
of the condition. Congenital hypotrichia in a calf was 
recently reported by Borhoven (1958). There have 
been few cases reported in the small domestic 
animals since those described by Heller (1910) in 
tue rabbit and dog and Guenther (1956) in the rabbit, 
in the latter there was hypotrichia and keratosis 
with associated defects of the sebaceous glands, 
teeth and eyes. 

In August, 1959, an opportunity arose to investi- 
gate a case of alopecia in a male whippet of ap- 
proximately 6 months of age, this animal was 
reported to have shown partial baldness and poor 
hair development since birth. 


History 

At birth the puppy was apparently normal im 
every respect except for showing poor development 
and distribution of hair. Areas of alopecia were 
apparent over the temporal region, intermaxillary 
space, ventral surfaces of the neck, thorax, abdomen 
and postero-medial aspects of the thighs. There was 
also a small hairless area on the back in the pelvic 
region, the rest of the body was sparsely covered 
with hair of poor texture. 

Little change in the condition was reported from 
birth until the animal was presented for examination. 
The only feature being that the animal showed 
evidence of sunburn on all dorsal surfaces of the 
head and body irrespective of the presence of hair 
cover. 

On arrival here a detailed clinical examination was 
carried out followed at a later date by special 
diagnostic procedures. The results of these examina- 
tions are detailed below. 


Clinical Examination 


Temperature, pulse and respiration were normal 
as were the visible mucous membranes; there was a 
slight mucoid ocular discharge. Apart from the areas 
of alopecia, poor hair cover and slight enlargement 
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of the carpi, the general physical condition of the 
animal was satisfactory. There was no evidence of 
abnormality of the teeth or nails. 

X-ray examination of the left radius and right 
tibia confirmed the existence of slight rickets. Faeces 
examination was negative for the presence of para- 
sites or ova and skin scrapings negative for Sarcoptes 
scabiei and Demodex foiliculorum. No fleas, lice or 
other ectoparasites were demonstrated. Urine analy- 
sis revealed no abnormality. 

Following the completion of the general clinical 
examination the animal was inoculated against C.D. 
and admitted to kennels. The diet on admission was 
supplemented with a vitamin A & D preparation in 
order to prevent the rickets becoming established. 

Prior to the detailed examination of the skin and 
hair which was carried out a few days after admis- 
sion, the animal was photographed. 

It was found on close examination that the 
clinical picture had altered very little since the 
animal’s birth. Hair was absent over the temporal 
region, face and ears, the skin in these sites was fine 
in texture with a tendency to scaliness. Hair was also 
absent from the ventral surface of the lower jaw, 
neck, thorax, abdomen, axillae, inguinal regions and 
postero-medial aspects of both thighs, extending to 
the level of the hocks. An area of scaly alopecia also 
affected the back, extending over the sacral region 
to the pelvis and tapering to the root of the tail. 

The remainder of the body, limbs and _ tail 
possessed a sparse covering of hair. The fore limbs 
distal to the hocks showed particularly poor hair 
cover and there were multiple erythematous areas 
similar to early sarcoptic mange. Repeated skin 
scrapings from these sites gave consistently negative 
results for parasitic infestation and no change was 
observed in the appearance of the sites in the 1} 
years that the animal has been under observation. 

The skin of the hairless area over the pelvis dif- 
fered macroscopically from that of the other hairless 
parts in that it showed a marked scaliness with 
slight diffuse grey pigmentation. The skin on those 
parts of the body having hair cover tended to be 
scurfy. 

In order to determine the nature of the alopecia a 
number of biopsy specimens were obtained by the 
following technique. 


Materials and Methods 


Any hair on the site from which a specimen was 
to be obtained was first clipped and then the skin 
swabbed with spirit. 

Two parallel skin weals 1.5 cm. apart and 2.5 cm. 
in length were made by infiltrating the area with 24 
per cent. procaine hydrochloride using a dental syr- 
inge with intradermal needle. 


Following this 2 parallel incisions were made 
through the skin approximately 0.5 cm. apart 
between the skin weals so that a specimen 0.5 cm. 
in width and 2 cm. in length was obtained. The 
incision was tapered at each end in order to facili- 
tate bringing the edges into apposition, closure of the 
wound was by means of monofilament nylon sutures 
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which were removed a week after the operation. No 
topical dressing was applied to the site. 

The biopsy specimen was preserved in 70 per cent. 
alcohol prior to preparation for sectioning. Seven 
biopsies were taken, the first 3 in August, 1959, 
from: 

1. Left thorax—where hair cover was sparse 

ii. Sacral-pelvic area—devoid of hair 

iii. Left thorax—where hair was absent. 

Five months later further biopsies were taken 
from:— 

i. The apparently hairless ventral surface of 
the neck. 

ii. The hairless area of the right thorax. 

ili. The right thorax which had some hair 
cover. 

iv. Posteriorly from the scaly hairless area over 
the sacral-pelvic area near to the root of 
the tail. 

All the specimens were preserved in 70 per cent. al- 
cohol as soon as they were taken and embedded in 
paraffin wax prior to section-cutting. Serial sections 
were cut, stained Haematoxylin and eosin, mounted 
and examined. 


Results 

Examination of sections from comparable sites on 
the left and right sides of the body confirmed that the 
abnormality was bilaterally symmetrical in distri- 
bution. The description of the sections applies 
specifically to the material obtained on the second 
occasion but refers equally to that taken earlier (i.e. 
August, 1959). 

i. (Fig. 4). Ventral aspect of the neck H. & E. x 

125. This shows a hair follicle of reasonable size 
with its associated glands. 
Throughout the whole of this section there are a 
number of follicles, the majority of which contain 
hair and arrector pili muscles are present together 
with sebaceous glands and a number of apocrines. 
The epidermis is slightly hyperkeratotic but the 
dermis is normal. 

ii. (Fig. 5). Right thorax. Hairless. H. & E. x 
125. Here there is evidence of hyperkeratosis of 
the epidermis, there is nothing to suggest the 
presence of hairs, hair follicles, sebaceous glands, 
apocrines or arrector pili muscles. The dermis is 
normal. 

iii. (Fig. 6). Right thorax with sparse hair cover. 
H. & E. x 125. The follicles are fairly normal in 
size, some contain hair while others are plugged 
with masses of horny material. The sebaceous 
glands present are small; there are a few apocrines 
and arrector pili muscles. The dermis appears 
normal. 

iv. (Fig. 7). Sacral-pelvic area. Scaly and hair- 
less. H. & E. x 125. The epidermis is slightly hyper- 
keratotic but otherwise normal. The number of 
hair follicles present is fewer than normal. All of 
those present are abnormal and show little evid- 
ence of hair formation. Sebaceous glands and apo- 
crines are present as well as arrector pili muscles. 
The dermis is normal. 
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Discussion 

In all the material examined abnormalities have 
been confined to the epidermis, epidermal append- 
ages and arrector pili muscles. The feature of the 
condition was found to be a varying degree of 
hyperkeratosis in conjunction with an absence or 
reduction in the number of hair follicles, sebaceous 
and apocrine glands. Where hair follicles were 
absent it was not possible to demonstrate arrector 
pili muscles. 

The follicles present varied in their ability to 
produce hair and together with their associated 
glands showed varying degrees of hypoplasia. No 
abnormality of either teeth or nails has become 
apparent whilst the animal has been under 
observation. 

The dog is now approximately 2 years of age and 
no material change has taken place in, his condition. 
From the history symptoms and microscopic exam- 
ination of biopsy material there seems little doubt 
that this animal is affected with a _ congenital 
hypotrichia. 

This is known to be a hereditary condition in some 
species. In this case no ancestor on either the male 
or female side has shown evidence of hairlessness, 
neither has any progeny born since to the same sire 
and dam or by their mating with other sires or dams 
and the breeder to whom the animal belonged had 


never seen a similar case in 20 years’ experience with 


this breed. 

Acknowledgments.—I wish to thank Dr. P. J. 
Hare, University College Hospital Medical School. 
London, for preparing the sections and for his 
report and Mr. A. H. Burgess for the photographs. 
Also colleagues and staff who have assisted in the 
preparation of material for this paper. 
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VISIT TO HAMMERSMITH POST-GRADUATE 
MEDICAL SCHOOL 
On July 24th, a group of Fellows of the Central 
Veterinary Society headed by the President, visited 
the Post-graduate Medical School at Hammersmith 
at the kind invitation of Professor I. Aird. During 
a Most interesting afternoon, the party visited a new 
surgical theatre and the Department of Experimental 
Surgery where demonstrations had been arranged 
concerning congenital diseases of the cardiovascular 
system, cleft palate, experimental skin grafting 
methods. etc. The visit terminated with tea in the 
tremarkable new Isaac Wolfson building and the 
Society is most indebted to Professor Aird, not only 
for the invitation but for giving up his valuable 
time and escorting the party himself. 
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The Use of Methohexital Sodium in 
Small-animal Anaesthesia 


BY 


N. G. FOWLER 
Canterbury, Kent 


AND 


D. E. STEVENSON 
Tunstall Laboratory, Sittingbourne, Kent 


HE intravenous anaesthetic agents in common 

use at the present time suffer from several dis- 

advantages. Pentobarbitone may take up to 4 
minutes following injection to exert a maximal 
response, respiration is depressed and recovery slow. 
On the other hand, thiopentone has a rapid onset of 
action, but again respiration is depressed and recovery 
may be slow if several maintenance doses are given 
following induction. Even after a single injection 
of either of these agents, complete recovery can take 
several hours, i.e. until there is no “wobble” o 
walking. It may be felt, therefore, that there is a 
place for a further intravenous agent which produces 
a maximal effect quickly and from which recovery 
is rapid and complete, without the possibility of 
prolonged narcosis. 

Methohexital sodium has been used in medical 
anaesthetic practice since 1956 with encouraging 
results (Gruber, Stoclting, Forney, White & Demeyer, 
1957; Stoelting, 1957: Wyant & Barr, 1960; Coleman 
& Green, 1960). The use of this agent in small- 
animal practice has now been investigated and the 
results are sufficiently encouraging to warrant a more 
widespread usage. 


Chemistry and Pharmacology 


Methohexital sodium* is a salt of a-dl-i-methyl-5- 
allyl-5-(1-methyl-2-pentynyl) barbituric acid. This 
molecule has 4 isomers of which only the a-dl pair 
are present in the commercial preparation. The 
compound is stable in aqueous solution at room tem- 
peratures for at least 6, weeks) The pH of a | per 
cent. solution is approximately 11 and is therefore 
incompatible with many solutions of acidic drugs, 
such as atropine, muscle relaxants and analgesic 
drugs. 

A comparison of the anaesthetic doses of metho- 
hexital and thiopentone for several species has indi- 
cated that in general the former is twice as potent 
as thiopentone. The ratio between the therapeutic 
and lethal doses is greater with methohexital than 
with other barbiturates (Stoelting, 1957), a fact that 
we have verified. 

It is worth emphasising that methohexital is an 
oxy-barbiturate, unlike most other rapidly acting 
barbiturates which contain sulphur. The short dura- 
tion of action depends both on the marked fat 
solubility which limits the duration of action of 
thiobarbiturates (Stevenson, 1958) and also on a 


* “ Brietal Sodium,” Lilly. 
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rapid rate of detoxication by the liver. The fact that 
there is very little cumulative action (vide infra) 
suggests that the latter is the more important factor 
in limiting the duration of action. If liver disease 
is suspected, it is rational to be very cautious with 
the use of this, or any other barbiturate. 

Although methohexital is said to have no effect on 
blood pressure, it is not certain at present whether 
there is a transient fall similar to that which occurs 
with thiopentone following rapid injection. 

Reiff and Stevenson (1961) examined the potentia- 
tion of methohexital anaesthesia in mice by pre- 
medication with chlorpromazine hydrochloride* 
given by intraperitoneal injection 30 minutes prior 
to the induction of anaesthesia. The results indicated 
that doses up to | mg. per kg. bodyweight of chlor- 
promazine did not markedly reduce the amount of 
methohexital necessary for the production of anaes- 
thesia (induced by intraperitoneal injection), although 
induction was accompanied by far less initial excite- 
ment and the duration was slightly increased. 


Clinical Experiences 


1. Dogs and Cats 

Methohexital sodium has been used as a | per 
cent. solution given by intravenous injection in anaes- 
thetic procedures on 50 dogs and 25 cats in this 
series, all of which were clinical cases requiring 
anaesthesia either for diagnostic purposes or for 
surgery. There were no fatalities and the drug was 
found to be safe in old or toxic patients, Extra- 
venous injection did not produce any symptoms of 
irritation. 

It was found that the rate of administration of 
methohexital plays an important part in the depth 
and duration of anaesthesia obtained from a given 
dose rate and that it is advisabla to reach a suitable 
stage of anaesthesia as rapidly as possible consistent 
with safety. To obtain satisfactory results, the 
following formula has been adopted for the calcula- 
tion of the approximate induction dose. 


Bodyweight up to 30 Ib. 


Bodyweight 
——-——— = ml. of | per cent. solution required. 
3 


Bodyweight over 30 Ib. 


Bodyweight 
—————- = ml. of I per cent. solution required. 
4 


The rate of injection adopted was approximately 
1 ml. per second. The dose was also assessed in 
relation to the condition and age of the patient, but 
was usually sufficient to induce a state of light 
anaesthesia and for short procedures, such as 
examinations, supplementation was not necessary. 


* “Largactil,” May & Baker. 


September 23rd, 1961 Vol. 73 No. 38 
Further administration was carried out if necessary 
with satisfactory results. 

If a slow rate of administration was used, then 
muscle tremors, sometimes violent, often ensued. 
Auditory stimuli could also provoke such tremors 
during the course of induction. When, however, the 
rate of administration was as suggested above, induc- 
tion was smooth and rapid, consciousness being lost 
during administration. Within 5 to 10 minutes the 
patient would lift the head or sit up, and within 
30 minutes had completely recovered and was fit 
to discharge from the surgery. In the presence of 
noise or other stimuli, muscular tremors occurred 
during recovery, which should therefore be allowed 
to take place in a quiet environment. 

No nausea, sickness or excessive salivation was 
observed during recovery, which was not marked 
by the “drunken” inco-ordinate movement often 
noted after anaesthesia induced by thiopentone or 
pentobarbitone. 

Endotracheal intubation has been satisfactorily 
carried out under methohexital anaesthesia. 


2. Rats 

There has been an urgent need in laboratory 
investigations on rats for a simple, safe method of 
inducing a short period of anaesthesia in order to 
facilitate procedures such as the sampling of blood 
or radiography. Garratt (1961) has used metho- 
hexital in 474 anaesthetic procedures in aged rats, 
which were given an intraperitoneal injection of 80 
mg. per kg. bodyweight of methohexital. The 
response obtained was remarkably uniform, a state 
of narcosis being produced within 60 seconds and 
a maximum depth of anaesthesia 2 to 3 minutes 
after injection. Within 5 minutes of the initial injec- 
tion the rat was recovering consciousness and by 
the end of a further 15 minutes was completely 
co-ordinate. Rats receiving 8 injections within 5 
days showed no evidence of peritonitis on post- 
mortem examination and other rats which received 
12 injections over a period of 10 days showed no 
evidence of a cumulative effect of the anaesthetic. 

The safety margin was unusually good for this 
method of anaesthesia, since more than twice the 
anaesthetic dose was necessary to produce prolonged 
apnoea in most instances. In this series 6 deaths 
occurred (1.26 per cent. of the total), a figure which 
is satisfactory for intraperitoneal administration. A 
lower dose rate was employed in young rats. 


Use with Promazine+ Premedication in Dogs 


Anaesthesia induced 60 minutes after the intra- 
muscular injection of promazine at a dose rate of 
1.5 mg. per lb. was found to be slightly more pro- 
longed for the same dose rate of methohexital, but 
recovery was smoother. The patients were still 
ready for discharge within 30 minutes of induction, 
only the sedative action of the premedicant remain- 


ing. 


+ “Sparine.” Wyeth. 
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Safety Margin in the Dog and Cat 

The safety margin appears to be wide in these 
species and at least twice the calculated dose may 
be given to the normal healthy dog or cat with 
safety. Transient apnoea may occur as the dosage 
is increased but a large excess is required to produce 
complete respiratory arrest. This is demonstrated 
by the following examples : — 

Dog. 40 lb. Given 10 ml. in 10 seconds. This: 
was repeated every 60 seconds until a total of 50 ml. 
had been administered. Apnoea of about 20 to 30 
seconds’ duration followed the third and fourth 
injections. Three minutes after the fifth dose the 
heart rate increased and cardiac arrest occurred 3 
minutes later. 

Dog, 32 lb. Given 16 ml. in 16 seconds. (Calcu- 
lated dose, 10 ml.) Apnoea of 30 seconds’ duration 
followed. Recovery uneventful. 


Dog, 30 lb. Given 23 ml. in 23 seconds. (Calcu- 
lated dose, 10 ml.) The corneal reflexes remained 
present. Three ensuing doses of 10 ml. were given 
after 1, 2 and 4 minutes. No disturbance of respir- 
atory rhythm occurred. 


Dog, 60 lb. Given 100 mg. promazine intraven- 
ously. Ten minutes later 30 ml. methohexital was 
administered in 30 seconds followed by 10 ml, one 
minute later. (Calculated dose, 15 ml.) No apnoea 
occurred. 

Cat. 9 lb. Depressed. Given 5 ml. in 5 seconds. 
(Calculated dose, 3 ml.) Apnoea occurred and 
anaesthesia was deep but recovery was uneventful. 


Cat, 10 lb. Given 10 ml. in 10 seconds, died 
following respiratory arrest. (Calculated dose, 3 ml.) 


Conclusion 


There is a place in veterinary anaesthesia for an 
agent which can produce rapid anaesthesia, but 
which is safe and from which recovery is rapid and 
complete. Methohexital fulfils these requirements, 
although muscular tremors indicate that it is not 
the perfect agent. It is felt, however, that for 
examinations and minor surgery under general 
anaesthesia the use of methohexital has unique 
advantage, provided a somewhat rapid rate of 
administration is employed, a technique which is 
rather different from that recommended for other 
barbiturates. 

Acknowledgments..-We are grateful to the 
Directors of “Shell” Research Ltd. for permission 
to publish this paper and also to Eli Lilley Co. Ltd. 
for supplies of “ Brietal Sodium.” 
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Testicular Enlargement in a Boar 


BY 
B. K. FENTON 


Department of Agriculture, P.O. Box 28, Nassau, 
Bahamas 


Introduction 


HE following case was first thought to be a 

tumour of tha testicle and by disproving this the 

occurrence of brucellosis in pigs in the Bahamas 
was suspected. Limited facilities have so far pre- 
vented the isolation of Brucelia organisms, but serum 
agglutination tests have shown the presence of 
brucellosis in several swine herds. 

Subiect. An 18-month-old Duroc boar housed on 
the island of New Providence. 

History. A reported progressive enlargement of 
the scrotum for 2 weeks prior to examination with 
inappetence in the later stages. 

Svmiptoms. (1) Temperature 104° F. 

(2) Uniform distension of the scrotum to approxi- 
mately twice the normal size. 

(3) Inappetence. 

Treatment. mixture of 1,000,000 units of 
crystalline sodium penicillin and 0.5 gm. streptomycin 
including 300,000 units of procaine and 100,000 units 
sodium penicillin was administered intramuscularly 
on 3 successive days. After this time the temperature 
was normal and appetite returned. The scrotal swell- 
ing began to regress. 

Three weeks later the swelling recurred, mainly 
on the left side. Castration was decided upon and 
the following observations were made :— 

(i) The right testicle appeared to be normal. 

(ii) The left testicle was grossly abnormal (see 
Fig. 1). 


Fic. 1. 


(iii) The epididymides were normal, though on 
the left side there was stretching due to the enlarge- 
ment of the testicle. 

(iv) Both scrotal sacs contained a lymph-like 
fluid, the larger amount of approximately 200 c.c. 
being in the left sac. 

(Concluded at foot of col. | overleaf) 
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The Annual General Meeting 


HE 79th annual general meeting of the British 
Veterinary Association was held in Oxford on 
September 4th, 1961. The President, Mr. S. 
Jennings, was in the chair. 
The General Secretary (Mr. J. Anderson) read the 
notice convening the meeting, and then read the lists 
of delegates and of distinguished guests. 


Representing the Ministry of Agriculture, Sir John Ritchie 
and Mr. A. M. Graham ; Colonial Office, Mr. R. S. Marshall ; 
Ministry of Health, Dr. J. M. Ross ; Department of Agri- 
culture, Eire, Mr. P. Harnett, Professor J. Timoney ; Ministry 
of Agriculture, Northern Ireland, Dr. W. A. M. Gordon, Mr. 
E. Conn, Mr. M. J. Sim ; Department of Health and Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Scotland, Mr. D. S. Barbour ; Isle of Man 
Board of Agriculture, Mr. D. W. Kerruish. 

Representatives were also present from the Agricultural 
Research Council, the Animal Health Trust, the Association 
of British Pharmaceutical Industry, the Association of Veter- 
inary Students, the Australian Veterinary Board, the British 
Council, the British Horse Society, The Chartered Auctioneers 
and Estate Agents Institute, the Commonwealth Bureau of 
Animal Health, the Farmers’ Club, the Fatstock Marketing 
Corporation, the Milk Marketing Board, the National Cattle 
Breeders’ Association, National Farmers’ Union, the Sheep 
Breeders’ Association, the Pig Breeders’ Association, the 
Parliamentary and Scientific Committee, the Pharmaceutical 
Society of Great Britain, the Royal Agricultural Society of 
England, the Royal Army Veterinary Corps, the Royal Society 
of Health, the Agricultural Institute of Ireland. 

The following local authorities sent delegates also : Belfast, 
Birmingham, Cardiff, Dundee, Glasgow, London, Manchester, 
Newcastle upon Tyne and Preston. 


Testicular Enlargement in a Boar.—C oncluded. 


The following is a coimparisun of the testicular 
measurements : — 


Weight Dorso- Anterior Trans- 

ventral Posterior verse 

Right 269 gm. 11.2 cm. 5.0 cm. 4 cm. 
Left 1,842 gm. 22.0 cm. IJ1.5 cm. 10 cm. 


Pathological examination of the abnormal testicle 
revealed a firm consistency throughout. Micro- 
scopical examination showed muliple areas of 
necrosis corresponding with the distribution of the 
tubules. Spermatogenesis was not obvious and the 
tubules contained a mass of heavily stained necrotic 
cell debris surrounded by large numbers of lympho- 
cytes and monocytes. The interstitial tissue showed 
signs of proliferation and an abundance of fibroblasts 
was present. There was no evidence of neoplastic 
tissue. 

A blood sample was taken at the time of slaughter 
but unfortunately haemolysis occurred and it was 
not possible to carry out an agglutination test. Blood 
samples from 2 other boars castrated on the same 
premises gave the following results to the Brucella 
agglutination test : 

Brucella suis Brucella melitensis 

Sample (1) 1/100 positive negative 

Sample (2) 1/200 positive 1/100 positive 

This indicates the existence of brucellosis in the 
herd and thus it appears safe to assume that the 
clinical case described was caused by Brucella 
infection. 

Acknowledgments.—The author would like to 
thank Dr. E. F. Duck of the pathology department 
of the Princess Margaret Hospital, Nassau, for under- 
taking the serological work and for preparing the 
sections for microscopical study. 


The President welcomed all these visitors and added 
that among the many people who had sent apologies 
was the Registrar of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. Mr. Oates was a great supporter of the 
Association’s congresses and members were par- 
ticularly sorry he was unable to be present. His wife 
had undergone a serious operation and he was quite 
rightly looking after her during that time. The 
President then delivered his traditional address. 
(Published verbatim in THE VETERINARY RECORD on 
September 9th.) 


Mr. S. L. Hignett said that, by tradition, there was 
no discussion following the annual Presidential 
oration. However, it was his jealously guarded 
privilege to propose a hearty vote of thanks to the 
President for his most stimulating address, the 
quality of which could rarely have been excelled. 
Those who had worked closely with Sidney Jennings 
had come to appreciate his complete sincerity ; his 
every motive was unimpeachable. Members must 
therefore pay the greater attention to the new thoughts 
which he had placed before them that morning. Some 
of his views would not be acceptable to all members 
of the profession, but of one thing they could be sure, 
namely, that every proposal, every sentence uttered, 
would have been weighed carefully regarding the 
implications which were likely to result. 

On behalf of all members of the Association, he 
offered the President their heartiest congratulations 
and heartfelt thanks for the truly outstanding 1961 
Presidential Address. 


Meeting Places for 1962 and 1963 


The President said that the meeting place for 1962 
had been decided the previous year ; it was to be 
at Scarborough. The Yorkshire people had already 
met on 2 occasions and were well advanced with 
their plans for giving members a wonderful time. 
The question was, what about 1963 ? 

The General Secretary read a letter received from 
the honorary secretary of the North Wales Division 
inviting the Association to Llandudno, and the 
Division’s representative at the meeting warmly 
repeated the invitation. The meeting decided unani- 
mously to accept for the year 1963. 


Presentation of the Dalrymple-Champneys Cup 
and Medal 


The President said that the Committee had con- 
sidered the matter under the chairmanship of Sir 
Weldon Dalrymple-Champneys and members would 
be delighted to learn that the Dalrymple-Champneys 
Cup and Medal were awarded for 1961 to Miss J. O. 
Joshua. Miss Joshua was well known in the profes- 
sion as one who had given valiant service to the 
profession over a period of many years. He would 
not say how many years, because where ladies were 
concerned, one had to be careful. Enough to say 
that she had served a number of years on the Council 
of the British Veterinary Association. She served, 
and still served, on the Editorial Committee, of which 
she was Chairman for some years. She had also 
served on the Council of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons for some years and was still, in fact, 
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a Councillor. She had delivered papers at several of 
the Congresses and published other papers on clinical 
matters in THE VETERINARY RECORD. 

For a thesis on Leptospirosis in Dogs, she was 
awarded the Fellowship of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons in 1950. She was a clinician of 
outstanding merit and ran a busy practice in Finchley. 
He often wondered how she managed to cram all that 
she did in her life each day. It rather worried him 
as to how some people could cram more into their 
lives than the rest. He had looked for inspiration in 
the Scriptures. In the Sixth Book of the Bible and 
the third chapter and the first verse, he had read words 
which seemed to be a clue : ** And Joshua rose early 
in the morning.”” (Loud laughter and applause.) 

It was with the very greatest pleasure that he pre- 
sented Miss Joshua with the cup. 

Miss Joshua, who received an ovation, said in 
reply :-— 

“ First of all, | would like to thank you, Sir, for 
your very kind remarks in presenting me with this 
award. I should then like to thank the Selection 
Committee for having nominated me. 

““In common, I am sure, with others who have 
stood where I am to-day I have found much difficulty 
in recognising the person that you have described, 
Sir, in your eulogistic remarks. May I say at once 
that I do not rise early in the morning ! 

“I am particularly delighted to receive this award 
since the donor of the cup is Sir Weldon Dalrymple- 
Champneys. I have always had the greatest admira- 
tion for him and, if he would forgive the somewhat 


Miss J. O. Joshua receiving the Dalrymple-Champneys 
prize from the President. 
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juvenile expression, Sir Weldon has always been one 
of my pin-up boys. I have greatly admired not only 
his work in his own profession but the amount that 
he has done to enhance the relationship between his 
profession and our own. It was a great pleasure and 
a privilege to serve recently under his Presidency on 
the Council of the Comparative Section of the Royal 
Society of Medicine. 

** [ naturally feel that it is a great honour to be the 
first woman to receive this award and I am very proud 
to be that one. I am also very glad that for once an 
award of this type has been made to a very ordinary 
general practitioner. 

“| think that it is always difficult to know what 
to think when such an award is made to one and, on 
reflecting upon it, I recalled a remark that was made 
to me when I was first notified of this award. I was 
told then * you have a great many very good friends 
in this profession.” This I know to be true and it 
started me thinking on the theme of friendship and 
realising how friends, and I use the term in its very 
broadest sense, can influence one’s life. 

** In this respect, I must refer first and foremost to 
my mother. Without her self-sacrifice, determination 
and hard work over many years, I should never have 
been in this profession at all. It is a very great 
pleasure to have this opportunity of acknowledging 
a debt that can never be repaid. 

** Logically, then, one next thinks of one’s teachers 
at veterinary school. I think with pleasure and 
gratitude of the way Joe Holmes taught us such a 
systematic approach to the subject of medicine ; of 
how the late Professor George Wooldridge taught us 
so much of the intangibles of veterinary practice ; 
and in particular of that great teacher, who is still 
teaching, Professor John George Wright. 

** In another sphere of activity, I should like to say 
a word of thanks to Reg Wooldridge. He knows that 
1 am seldom mistress of the graceful word but I 
should like him to know that I have greatly appreci- 
ated the encouragement that he gave me to enter 
veterinary politics and the steps he took to interest 
me in this sphere of activity. 

“Then, lastly, | would refer to my very many 
colleagues in practice .who have honoured me with 
their friendship, who have discussed their cases with 
me, have sometimes sent them to me for consultation. 
I should like them to know how greatly I have appre- 
ciated this friendship and this contact, something that 
has I am sure enabled me to lead.the extraordinarily 
interesting clinical life that I have so far enjoyed.” 


Election of President for 1961-62 


The President said that by a unanimous decision of 
the annual general meeting last year, Mr. A. G. 
Beynon had been elected a vice-president of the 
Association and President-elect. Mr. Beynon was one 
who had been held in high esteem by the veterinary 
profession for many years. He (the President) was 
not fortunate in having him as a fellow undergraduate, 
as they were at different veterinary schools, but those 
who were at college with him remembered Mr. 
Beynon as one who was obviously going a long way 
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in his profession, and not by sheer ability alone but 
by an additional charm of character. 

At each Centre where he had served the Animal 
Health Division of the Ministry of Agriculture he 
had not only carried out his duties in a meticulous 
manner but he had done so—which was important— 
in such a manner that when he had been promoted 
and moved to another area, there had been “ weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.” He hastened to add that the 
weeping was in the area he was leaving. 

When he was promoted Deputy Chief Veterinary 
Officer last year, his promotion was hailed with 
approval from all quarters. His colleagues in South 
Wales were delighted for his sake, but their only 
sadness was that he would be leaving them. He has 
certain roots, however, in South Wales, and he had 
left behind there a part of himself which was cherished 
by his former colleagues and by the farming 
community. 

When it was agreed some years ago that it would 
be possible for members of the Animal Health 
Division to hold office in the Association, members 
were overjoyed. They now looked back with pleasure 
and satisfaction at those periods when the Association 
was presided over by “ Ministry men.” 

Those who had served on the Council of the B.V.A. 
knew of the valuable contribution Mr. Beynon had 
made for many years. 

He had great pleasure in proposing that Mr. A. G. 
Beynon be President for the coming year. 

Sir John Ritchie, seconding the proposition, said 
that he had no hesitation whatever in recommending 
Mr. Beynon to the Association. There were very few 
problems posed by the B.V.A. that would come amiss 
to Mr. Beynon. It was a great privilege to second 
the propusition. The motion was carried with 
sustained applause. 

Mr. A. G. Beynon, in response, said that he appre- 
ciated very much the signal honour conferred on him. 
He realised the responsibilities that faced him during 
the coming year and assured members that he would 
do everything possible to justify the confidence which 
had been placed in him. 


Elections to Honorary Membership and Life 
Membership 


The President said that, with members’ permission, 
he would like now to take some of the business shown 
on the Agenda as being for members only, it had been 
felt, however, that it was more appropriate to a public 
meeting. One of the pleasures in which the Associa- 
tion indulged from time to time was to honour those 
who had rendered outstanding service to the veterinary 
profession. Science knew no international boundaries 
and those who advanced science benefited mankind 
throughout the world ; thus, the honour due to great 
scientists knew no boundaries either. 

Their own science had benefited by the contribution 
made to it by Dr. H. S. Frenkel. (Applause.) For 20 
years Dr. Frenkel had been head of the State Veterin- 
ary Virus Research Laboratory in Amsterdam, and 
his greatest claim to fame was that of pioneer of the 
Frenkel foot-and-mouth disease vaccine, now uni- 
versally used on the Continent, in South America, and 
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in other countries where the disease was endemic. He 
was the author of numerous papers on virological 
subjects and had thus made an outstanding contribu- 
tion to the literature. Dr. Frenkel had been made an 
Honorary Associate of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons in 1949. The highest honour which it 
was possible for the B.V.A. to award was that of 
Honorary Membership. It was the unanimous 
decision of the Council to recommend the award, and 
it was therefore his great pleasure to propose that 
Dr. H. S. Frenkel be made an Honorary Member of 
the British Veterinary Association. 

Dr. D. Howell said that it gave him great pleasure 
to second the nomination of Dr. Frenkel to Honorary 
Membership of the Association, not only because of 
the great service he had given in the field of animal 
health, but because he had known Dr. Frenkel for a 
number of years and wished to record the heipful 
advice and guidance which he was always ready to 
give to young research workers. 

The proposition was carried with acclamation. 


The President said that they had, further, a special 
honour for those members of the Association who 
had given long and distinguished service in the pro- 
fession. It had been unanimously agreed by Council 
to recommend that Mr. C. E. Perry, of Bristol, be 
elected an Honorary Life Member of the Association. 

Mr. Perry was born in 1876. He qualified in 
London in 1897—his 21st birthday. He obtained his 
Fellowship in 1907. He set up in practice immediately 
he qualified, in Bristol, the practice then being entirely 
horse work. Later he moved to Fishponds and later 
still to Staple Hill, Bristol, where his son now carried 
on the practice. In his later years, the practice became 
mixed and catered for the needs of the farming com- 
munity in South Gloucestershire. He was a fouuder 
member of the Mid-West Veterinary Association and 
served as its honorary secretary from 1929 to 1947, a 
distinguished service which was recognised by the 
members of the Mid-West by a presentation to him 
on his retirement. He had served for many years on 
the Council of the N.V.M.A. 

Mr. A. D. Osborne said that it was with great 
pleasure, on behalf of the Mid-West Division of the 
Association, that he seconded the resolution. He felt 
he had known Mr. Perry for a very long time, and 
yet it was only a small proportion of his (Mr. Perry’s) 
period of service in the profession. To those members 
present who were a good deal older than himself, the 
length of time involved might be more graphically 
portrayed when it was recalled that Charles Perry, 
who passed his final examination before his 2Ist 
birthday and therefore could not immediately practise, 
spent his first few months in a farriery practice near 
London Bridge. There, 30 smiths were employed, 
and at least 3 clients had more than 1,000 horses. 

Charles Perry was not a man who had sought the 
limelight or public acclaim, but was a man of high 
principle, never afraid to stand by his opinions, and 
respected by his clients and colleagues alike. He had 
devoted his life to the service of the profession. 

The motion was carried amid acclamation. 


Mr. C. E. Perry, in response, said that it gave him 
great pleasure to be elected an Honorary Life Member 
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of the Association. He had been connected with the 
veterinary profession for over 60 years ; he had been 
on the Council of the N.V.M.A. for 18 years and, 
having been secretary of the Mid-West, had also been 
made an Honorary Member of that Division. He 
had been notified, only that morning, that the Western 
Counties had also made him an Honorary Member. 


Award of the Harry Steele-Bodger Memorial 
Travelling Scholarship 


The President said that the selection committee had 
had some difficulty in sorting out the many fine 
applications which had come in for this award, but 
it had finally been in no doubt that there should be 
awards to two persons. He was only sorry that there 
were not the funds to give to others as well. He was 
glad to say that one of the awards was to Mr. Oliver 
Graham-Jones, whom members knew so well in 
connexion with zoological work. His application 
had been most suitable ; the committee had been 
intrigued by the type of work he wanted to do, and 
they were also glad that he, as a member of Council, 
should receive the award. Mr. Graham-Jones did a 
very special type of work for the Association, which 
was much in the public eye, and helped in the Associa- 
tion’s public relations work enormously. 

The President went on to say that there had been 
nearly enough money to make a second award, but 
it was not quite sufficient ; but a member of the 
committee. Mr. J. B. White, very kindly gave £30 
from an award made to himself at Edinburgh—the 
R. W. Hall. of Barry, Glamorgan, Prize. (Applause.) 
The Association was therefore able to make two 
awards this year, the second being to Mr. R. S. Jones, 
of Glasgow University. 

The remainder of the meeting was confined to 
members of the B.V.A.. and was as follows :— 


Annual Report and Balance Sheet 
Dr. R. Wooldridge proposed that the meeting 
approve the Report and Balance Sheet. 
Mr. J. M. Ingram seconded and the motion was 
carried. 


Election of Two Vice-Presidents 


The President said that Council unanimously recom- 
mended Mr. J. B. White as Junior Vice-President and 
President-elect. Council felt that the time was ripe to 
have one who was wholly in veterinary practice, and 
had looked for a councillor who had already given 
long service to the profession and to the Association. 
Mr. White fitted the bill very well indeed. He had 
served for a very long time on the Council and on 
various committees, most notably of all as chairman 
of the Technical Development Committee. It was 
with very great pleasure that he proposed the name 
of Mr. J. B. White. 

Mr. A. J. Wright, seconding, said that J. B. White 
was well known to all members of the profession : 
there was no need to dwell upon his prowess as a 
clinician. The Association would be very fortunate 
to have the services of Mr. White, in view of the many 
other commitments he had. 

The motion was carried with acclamation. 
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Mr. White expressed his great appreciation of the 
honour done to him in making him President-elect. 
He thanked the President and Mr. Wright for the 
very kind way in which they had made the nomination 
and seconded the proposition. He would do all he 
could to serve the Association to the best of his 
ability, and hoped, with their support that he would 
be able to tackle the tasks which lay ahead. 

The President announced that, by tradition, the 
immediate past-President had to be the senior vice- 
President. 


Honorary Treasurer 


The President said that Council recommended that 
Mr. H. F. C. Hebelzr should continue in the office of 
honorary treasurer. Mr. J. M. Ingram proposed the 
motion, which was seconded by Professor Robertson, 
and carried unanimously. 


Honorary Secretary 


The President proposed that Mr. T. Denholm be 
reappointed. Mr. J. B. White seconded and the 
motion was carried. 


General Secretary 


The President proposed that Mr. John A. Anderson 
be reappointed General Secretary. The motion was 
seconded and carried. 

The auditors, Messrs. Fairbairn, Wingfield and 
Wykes, were reappointed. 


The Association of Veterinary Food Hygienists 


A Resolution of Council that the Association of 
Veterinary Food Hygienists be granted affiliation 
under Article 25 of the British Veterinary Association 
Memorandum and Articles of Association was 
carried. 

The President said that the constitution and rules 
of this Association had been submitted to the British 
Veterinary Association and found to be satisfactory. 


Leading Articles in ** The Veterinary Record ”* 


The meeting was next asked to consider the recission 
of the following Resolution passed at the annual 
general meeting in 1939 : 


That editorials on questions of policy which are likely 
to be of major or vital importance to the profession should 
not be published before the Council of the N.V.M.A. has 
had any opportunity to consider them. 

A decision as to whether a given question falls in the 
category under consideration should be made by the 
Finance and General Purposes Committee, and this same 
Committee should decide whether the question is of suffi- 
cient urgency to warrant a special meeting of the Council. 


The meeting was further asked, on the recommenda- 
tion of Council to substitute, if thought fit, the 
following Resolution :— 


That leading articles for THE VETERINARY RECORD on 
matters of policy, or such matters as may commit the 
Association to a statement of opinion on controversial 
subjects, be submitted by the Editor solely to the Officers 
of the Association for their consent to publication. 
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Professor Robertson said that the resolution was 
slightly restrictive. Did “ solely *’ preclude consulting 
anyone else ? 

Miss M. J. Freak (chairman of the Editorial 
Committee) said she could see no reason for retaining 
the word “ solely.” 

Mr. C. Mitchell (Editor) said that from time to 
time there had been criticisms because it was felt that 
important matters had come before the public and 
THE VETERINARY RecorRD had been silent. At 
present the machinery was so cumbersome for writing 
a leading article, submitting it to the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee, and calling a special 
meeting of Council that, in effect, there could never 
be leading articles on current topics at all. It was 
therefore proposed that, instead of going through this 
process, he or anyone else the Editorial Committee 
might invite to write a leading article should submit 
it to the Officers only. The meeting would wish to 
show its confidence in the Association’s Officers by 
allowing them to be the judges of whether an article 
was appropriate for publication in the journal. 

The President said that the word “ solely ” did not 
really mean very much because the Officers could pass 
an article on to someone else. 

Mr. A. J. Wright asked if that word could be left 
out. 

Dr. W. R. Wooldridge moved an amendment that 
the word be left out. 

Dr. A. W. Stableforth said that the word could 
safely be taken out, and seconded the amendment, 
which was carried. 

The President confirmed that the Resolution now 
approved included the rescission of the previous 
Resolution. He then adjourned the meeting to 
September 9th. 


THE ADJOURNED ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 


The adjourned annual general meeting was held in 
the Milner Hall, Rhodes House, Oxford, on Septem- 
ber 9th, 1961, at 10 a.m. The retiring President, Mr. 
S. Jennings, was in the chair. 

The General Secretary reported that no matters 
requiring discussion at the meeting had arisen during 
the Congress. He also reported that there were no 
Resolutions. 


Messages from Overseas Delegates 


The President said that when the Australian Veterinary 
Association held its annual general meeting, he was invited to 
make a broadcast to them which was recorded on tape and 
sent out to Australia. The President of the Australian Veter- 
inary Association had done the same thing, and the B.V.A. had 
received a tape recording. This was then played back to the 
meeting, and included the following :— 

““I have very much pleasure on behalf of members of the 
Australian Veterinary Association in returning greetings to you 
and your members for those which you sent us iast May on 
the occasion of our annual conference in Adelaide. 

“* I was fortunate to attend your Congress on the Isle of Man 
with my wife in 1958, so I know something of the wonderful 
hospitality which you extend to visitors and also the very high 
standard of the papers presented at your meetings. 

“* The new veterinary school building in Queensland has been 
opened, and another very good thing for the profession here 
is the decision to open a veterinary school in Victoria—you 


referred to this in your message, Mr. Jennings. We hope this 
will help to relieve the present shortage of veterinarians in 
Australia. Applications have now been invited for the new 
Dean of the faculty in Victoria, which may interest some of 
your members. 

“* On the political front, we are very interested in the Common 
Market proposals. I hope we can convince your Government 
that nothing tastes better than Australian lamb and beef, and 
nothing is better to wear than Australian merino wool. We 
have 150,000,000 sheep here and we would like to keep Europe 
as one of our best customers. We sincerely hope that Britain’s 
entry into the Common Market won’t seriously affect the close 
ties which exist between the two countries. 

“To-day is August 22nd, and with the speed of modern 
transport this message should reach you in good time for your 
Congress. It carries with it very best wishes to you and your 
members for an enjoyable Congress from all members of the 
Australian Veterinary Association.” 

Greetings from the South African Veterinary Association to 
the parent Association were then delivered. 

Dr. Jackson (United States) said he brought greetings to the 
British Veterinary Association personally from the President of 
the American Veterinary Association, and from the Chairman 
of the Executive Board. He had been very much impressed by 
the calibre of those in the profession in this country ; the pro- 
fession in the United States and that in Britain had many 
problems in common, not only from the standpoint of disease, 
but also problems regarding the future. It was a coincidence 
that the professional bodies in both countries should be dis- 
cussing similar problems at the same time. In the United States 
the problems of specialisation, better hospitalisation, encroach- 
ments in the profession, were being discussed, and it might 
prove of great value if the professions in the two countries 
got together and discussed those matters. 

Dr. Jackson said he wished to offer four suggestions. The 
first was that the professions in the two countries should keep 
one another informed by having liaison committees ; secondly, 
that the opportunity should be taken to discuss those matters 
at meetings as the academic subjects were discussed. Thirdly, 
an attempt should be made at a greater exchange of speakers 
between the two countries and, fourthly, perhaps in the future, 
the two bodies could get together and discuss those subjects 
at a meeting. 

The President thanked Dr. Jackson for his remarks, and said 
that his suggestions would be passed on to the Council of the 


Mr. Dayus (New Zealand) expressed gratitude on behalf of 
the High Commissioner for New Zealand. He also had the 
honour to represent the New Zealand Veterinary Association, 
whose President had asked him to refer to the kinship and 
common interest which existed in veterinary science and 
veterinary problems. 

His (Mr. Dayus’s) assignment was coming to an end at the 
conclusion of the current year, and he desired to take the 
opportunity of thanking all members of the British Veterinary 
Association with whom he had come into contact from time to 
time, and from whom he had been so grateful to receive every 
courtesy, advice and help during the nine years that he had 
been in Britain. 

The President said that nostalgic memories were not one- 
sided. The Association had enjoyed having Mr. Dayus at the 
Congress, and thanked him for the work which he had done 
and the support he had given the Association. Everyone 
would wish him Godspeed in his journey back to New Zealand, 
and many happy years of retirement. (Applause.) 

The General Secretary read letters of greeting from Mr. 
S. L. H. Walsh (Uganda), Mr. F. E. Collins, and Professor Dr. 
Petrovic (Yugoslavia). 

Mr. Davis (Kenya) said it was his privilege to convey greetings 
from the Kenya Veterinary Association and the Kenya Society 
of Practising Veterinary Surgeons. 

The Kenya Veterinary Association were particularly appre- 
ciative of all the help which the British Veterinary Association 
gave them, and expressed the hope that it would be possible 
to continue to have a Kenya Veterinary Association. It was 
realised that the political climate was such that the future was 
not known, but it was hoped that next year there would be 
another representative present to thank the Association for the 
pleasure gained from contacts enjoyed when attending the 


Congress. 
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Votes of Thanks 


Mr. A. G. Beynon said that it was his pleasure to propose a 
hearty vote of thanks to the Mayor and Corporation of the 
City of Oxford for according the Association such a wonderful 
civic reception at the beginning of the week. All the facilities 
which the City of Oxford could give had been afforded the 
Association. 

He also desired to move a vote of thanks to the university 
authorities for the use of the science lecture rooms and all the 
other facilities. For a Congress to be successful it must have 
reasonable facilities for the presentation of scientific papers, 
and it was doubtful whether such facilities as had been enjoyed 
at Oxford would ever be obtained elsewhere. The Association 
was very grateful to the university authorities. 

Mr. H. F. Hebeler proposed a vote of thanks to the Warden 
and the Trustees of Rhodes House for their hospitality. As 
members had been informed earlier, that hospitality had been 
entirely free. Never before had the Congress headquarters been 
of such dignity, such beauty and such spaciousness, and it was 
hoped that it would give pleasure to the Warden and Trustees 
to know the very large number of delegates from Common- 
wealth and overseas countries who had attended the Congress. 

He desired to refer in particular to the kindness of the Warden 
and Trustees in allowing a very large marquee to be set up on 
the lawn for the commercial exhibition. Those who had seen 
the lawns of Oxford would have admired them, and would 
probably realise what sort of a sacrifice it was to set up that 
sort of marquee on a lawn for a period of over a week. 


It was also a pleasure to propose a vote of thanks to the 
Bursars, stewards and staffs of the four colleges, at which 
members had stayed ; he desired to mention particularly the 
steward of Christ Church. Those who attended the banquet 
on Tuesday evening would never forget the beautiful scene, 
and the excellent food and drink which were provided. 


Mr. T. C. Denholm (Hon. Secretary) said that the success of 
the scientific part of the Congress depended to a very large 
extent on the quality of the papers presented at the various 
meetings. The Association had been particularly fortunate in 
that respect, and thanks were due to the authors of the papers 
and to the openers of the discussions. Those members who 
acted as Chairman and Recording Secretaries must also be 
thanked. 

A debt of gratitude was owed to those who were responsible 
for the setting up of the Scientific Exhibition, as well as to the 
organisations which provided displays at the excellent exhibition 
in the Physiological Department. 

During the course of the week a number of visits were paid 
to places of special interest, and the Association was indebted 
to the authorities who acted as hosts at the British Oil and Cake 
Mills at Stoke Mandeville, the British Grassland Research 
Centre, Hurley, the Medical Research Unit at Harwell, the 
Agricultural Research Council Field Station at Compton, and 
Whipsnade. They were also very grateful to Messrs. Smith, 
Kline and French for providing the facilities for the inter- 
national radio link, which made possible the discussion of pig 
diseases between veterinary surgeons in Denmark and members 
of the profession in Oxford. 

Finally, he desired to thank sincerely the members of the 
practices at Wallingford, Reading and Newbury, and to con- 
gratulate those members on their enterprise. 

Mr. S. L. Hignett said that his last and very pleasant duty 
as an Officer of the Association was to express thanks to the 
Royal Counties Division and to the Provisional Committee. 
The two were almost indivisible. The Association were greatly 
indebted to the Royal Counties Division for the way in which 
it welcomed members to Oxford on the previous Sunday 
evening. The Royal Counties Division also provided the 
majority of members of the Provisional Committee, and it was 
certainly the very best Provisional Committee which had ever 
served the Association. He desired to single out for special 
mention Mr. Joe Heather, chairman of that Committee, Dr. 
Howell, the secretary, Dr. Holman, chairman of the scientific 
sub-committee, Mr. Snodgrass. chairman of the accommodation 
sub-committee and Mr. Male, chairman of the social sub- 
committee. 

The General Secretary proposed a vote of thanks to the 
President and members of Frilford Heath Golf Club for their 
generosity and hospitality in permitting the Association to play 
its annual golf competitions over the course. 
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Presentation to Dr. Howell 


On behalf of the Association the President then 
presented Dr. Howell with a silver cigarette box as a 
memento of all the work he had done towards making 
the 1961 Congress the great success it had been. 
Dr. Howell’s organising ability, the President said, 
had been of the very highest order, and unstinted 
thanks were due to him for that meticulous atten- 
tion to detail which had made everything go so 
smoothly. The Association was very much in his 
debt. 


The William Hunting Awards 


The President explained that these awards were 
created in 1956, both to commemorate the founder 
and first Editor of THE VETERINARY RECORD, and also 
to attract clinical papers which would be of general 
interest to readers in private practice. 

The awards were divided into two sections,. the first 
being open to all veterinary surgeons in private 
practice, and the second confined to an author or 
authors who had been qualified for less than five years, 
with the proviso that the paper must be based on 
clinical material obtained from practical field work 
and not on experimental material. 

For 1961 the winners and the titles of their papers 
were :— 

Sec “TION I 


* Enzymatic zonulysis as an aid 
to cataract surgery in the dog.” 


First : F. G. Startup 


Second : C. M. Gould and “ Milk Fever. 
F. C. Grimes 
SECTION II 
First: D.K. Blackmore “ Some observations on dystokia 
in the ewe. 


* Halothane anaesthesia i in small- 
animal practice.” 


Second : F. W. Sims 


Induction of New President 


The President said that the time had arrived for him 
to divest himself of his Chain of Office. 

Over the many years that he had attended Con- 
gresses, he had heard retiring Presidents describing 
the present moment as one of sadness. He had often 
wondered why, as it was a casting off of a great deal 
of responsibility and care, but in the present moments 
he realised why it was. 

It was common for ladies to wear a chain on their 
wrists, and on the chain were a number of charms 
which were supposed to keep away evil things and to 
bring good fortune. The Presidential Chain of Office 
really had those powers ; and additionally it kept 
away criticism, and caused many people to be tolerant 
and to overlook one’s shortcomings as they had done 
in his own case. Mr. Jennings went on: “As I 
place it on the shoulders of Gwyn Beynon, I can 
tell him its other secret : as long as he wears it he will 
receive such loyalty and friendliness as can never be 
believed until one has experienced it.” 

It was difficult to think of anybody more fitting to 
wear the Chain of office than Mr. Beynon, and for 
that reason Mr. Jennings said he found joy in placing 
it on Mr. Beynon’s shoulders, and in so doing pledging 
his loyalty and friendship to him. (Loud and sus- 
tained applause.) 

(Concluded on page 929) 
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The President and Mrs. 
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Jennings about to receive their 
guests. 


The President’s Reception 


This Reception, by tradition the Association’s 
annual “family party,” was held in Oxford Town 
Hall, by kind permission of the civic authorities, on 
September 8th. The geniality and warmth which 
had been the particular keynotes (to mix a metaphor) 
of this year’s Congress, and for which the President 
and Mrs. Jennings were primarily responsible, were 
here exemplified in all their richness. Everyone had 
an immensely good time from the minute the recep- 
tion began until the last dancers reluctantly left the 
floor in the small hours. Even after that, it has been 
heard, there were private parties. The profession’s 
vitality, like that of its host and hostess on this 
memorable evening, is inexhaustible! 


The Officers of the Association and their wives. Left to right (sitting): Mrs. Denholm, Mrs, Jennings, Mrs. Beynon, and Mrs. 
Hebeler. (Standing): Mr. Beynon, Mr. Denholm, The President, Mr. Hignett and Mr. Hebeler. 
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Mrs. Jennings with two of her younger guests: Miss Mr. Per Saugman, director of Blackwell Scientific Pub- 
Margaret Cotchin and Mrs. S. B. Dhanapala. lications (publishers of Research in Veterinary Science) 

and Mrs. Saugman, with Professor D. L. Hughes, 

assistant scientific editor of the journal, and Mrs. Hughes. 


7 


he President and Mrs. Jennings receiving M 5s eee 
g Mr. L Guy Anderson, President of the R.C.V.S Pe en 
and Mrs. Anderson 
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The architects of congress, with their wives. From left to right(sitting): Mrs. Holman, Mrs. Snodgrass, Mrs. Heather, Mrs. 

Howell and Mrs. Male. (Standing): Dr. H. H. Holman, chairman of the scientific sub-committee, Mr. N. Snodgrass, chair 

man of the accommodation sub-committee, Mr. E. J]. Heather, President of the Royal Counties Division, Dr. D. Howell, hon. 
secretary of the Provisional Committee, and Mr. N . P, Male, chairman of the social sub-committee. 


Welcoming the new boy. Mr. Hignett, retiring senior 
vice-President wishes good luck to the newly-elected 
junior vice-President, Mr. White. 


A tight fit in the seat of the mighty. The honorary 
treasurer with the President-elect. 
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The Annual General Meeting.—Concluded. 


Mr. Morgan said he desired to point out that it was 
not only an honour to Mr. Beynon, but also for the 
Principality of Wales, because Mr. Beynon was the 
first Welshman to be elected President of the British 
Veterinary Association. He felt sure that he spoke 
for all the Welsh members when he wished the 
President a happy and successful year of office. 

The President (Mr. A. G. Beynon) said he experi- 
enced great difficulty in finding the correct words to 
try to express his feelings. He felt very honoured 
at having been elected President of the Association— 
a very responsible office—and for his part, he would 
do everything possible to uphold all that which went 
with the office. He felt very honoured that a member 
of the full-time staff of the Ministry was again taking 
office in the Association, and that he was following 
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Mr. Graham and Mr. Callender, knowing what a 
wonderful job they did during their periods of office. 
He was very grateful to Mr. Morgan for his remarks. 
Being the first Welsh President he naturally felt very 
proud, and earnestly hoped that he would do justice 
to the confidence placed in him. 


There was no doubt he had a tremendous task 
ahead of him. He followed one of the most out- 
standing Presidents that the Association had ever had. 
(Applause.) Mr. Jennings had devoted 12 months of 
his life to the affairs of the Association, and it would 
remain a memorable year for the Association. He 
wanted to thank Mr. Jennings for all that he had done 
for the Association during his term of office, and 
during the previous years, and was confident that Mr. 
Jennings would continue to help the Association in 
the future. Everyone would wish him well. 


Divisional News 


THE NORTH WALES DIVISION 


A meeting of the North Wales Division was held 
at Bryn Adda, Bangor, on March 29th, 1961. The 
President, Mr. R. W. Pritchard, occupied the chair. 
Mr. W. T. Rowlands welcomed the Division to the 
V. I. Centre. The President congratulated Mr. 
Rowlands on behalf of the Division, on his award 
of the O.B.E. by Her Majesty, in the New Year 
Honours. 


Minutes 

The minutes of the Annual General Meeting, 
held on November 12th, 1960, were read, confirmed 
and signed by the President. 


Matters Arising 

Resignation of Mr. R. L. Lewis. \t was agreed that 
the Secretary should write to Mr. Lewis asking him 
to reconsider his resignation. 

Hon. Membership. Council had considered names 
for recommendation for Hon. Membership at its 
meeting on December 12th, 1960, but had no names 
to put forward. 


Correspondence 

(1) From the Editor of THE VETERINARY RECORD. 
It was agreed that the Minutes of the Division should 
be printed, and that in view of the decision of the 
B.V.A. to cease publishing the Supplement, the 
resolution appearing in the minutes of the meeting 
held at Llangollen on May 3lst, 1957, against pub- 
lishing in the body of THE VETERINARY RECORD, be 
rescinded. 

It was also agreed that as far as possible they 
should comply with the Editor’s request for material. 

(2) From the General Secretary, regarding services 
by sales representatives. It was agreed that any 
member having information regarding the activities 
mentioned should contact the B.V.A. direct. 

(3) South Wales Division Secretary, inviting 6 
nominees to serve on a Committee with 6 South 
Wales Division nominees to discuss the matter of a 
Veterinary Research Establishment in Wales. 


(4) S.F. Certified Vaccination Scheme. This letter 
was accepted as information. 

(5) Secretary, Lancashire Division regarding 
Poultry course at Leahurst. Joint meeting of Divi- 
sions in September. 


(6) H. Steele-Bodger Memorial award 1961. The 
matter was held over for the next meeting. 


Membership 

Elections Messrs : Gwyn Llewelyn Caernarvon ; 
Gareth Jones, Ruthin ; M. H. Townley, Llangollen, 
and Peter Fitchie, Llanrhaeadr Y.M., were duly 
elected to full membership. 

Nominations ; Mr. H. Edwards, v.0., A.H.D., Mold, 
was nominated for membership of the Division. 

Resignations: Mr. W. D. Williams, Newtown, 
having moved to Llanelly, tendered his resignation. 
This was accepted with regret. 


Next Meeting 

The next meeting would be held in Denbigh on 
Friday, June 2nd, at the President’s residence, by his 
kind invitation. 

Mr. E. C. Straiton, Stafford, would address the 
Meeting. 


Tour 

Mr. O. G. Williams, B.sc., Deputy Director, North 
Wales Sub-region N.A.A.S., then addressed the 
Meeting and welcomed the Division to the N.A.A.S. 
Sub-centre. The Members were then conducted 
round the various N.A.A.S. and Veterinary Labora- 
tories, after which they were given tea. The President 
proposed a vote of thanks to those responsible for 
providing the tea. 


Address by Mr. W. T. Rowlands 


After tea the Meeting was resumed and Mr. W. T. 
Rowlands, 0.B.E., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., addressed 
the Division on “ The V.I. Service with special 
reference to the revised poultry post-mortem arrange- 
ments.” 
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As a result of the discussion, it was agreed to 
arrange a refresher course for veterinary surgeons 
in poultry husbandry and diseases. 

The details of the course would be announced later 
by Mr. Rowlands. 

* 

A Meeting was held at Plas Coch, Park Street, 
Denbigh, at 2.0 p.m. on Friday, June 2nd, by kind 
invitation of the President, who occupied the chair. 


Minutes 

The minutes of the Meeting held at Bangor on 
March 29th, 1961, were read, confirmed and signed by 
the President. 

Arising from the Minutes, (1) The Secretary had 
written to Mr. R. L. Lewis asking him to reconsider 
his resignation. 

(2) The Steele-Bodger Award—no further action 
was taken. 

(3) The poultry course had been arranged to take 
place during the 4 Wednesdays in June. Notices of 
this course had been circulated to all members in 
private practice and they had been asked to fill in a 
form if they wished to participate. The response 
had been sufficiently good to justify holding a course. 
Those concerned would receive particulars from 
Mr. W. T. Rowlands very soon. 


Correspondence 

Letters from the General Secretary, Mr. Anderson, 

were read as follows : 

(a) April 10th—tregarding B.V.A./R.S.P.C.A. 
Agreement. 

(6) May Sth—regarding Council B.V.A. and the 
Report of the Sub-committee on Election 
of Council B.V.A.—there were no com- 
ments. 

(c) May 9th—regarding “ Broken hypodermic 
needles in the flesh of food animals. 

(d) May 17th—Council Members. Messrs. Row- 
lands, Sutherland and Wyse were re-elected 
to represent Council B.V.A. for the coming 
year. Mr. Bowen suggested that Council, 
N. Wales Division should discuss the 
desirability of periodic change of repre- 
sentatives on Council. A letter was also 
read from Mr. P. E. Curtis, Secretary of 
the Lancashire Division, reporting progress 
in the arrangements for the joint meeting 
at Chester in September. Mr. Curtis was 
present in person, and enlarged on the 
information contained in his letter. 


Membership 

Mr. T. A. Strachan, Mold, and Mr. G. LI. Henshaw, 
Pwllheli, were nominated for membership. 

Mr. H. Edwards, Mold, was elected to full member- 
ship of the Division. 


Next Meeting 

It was agreed that the provisional arrangements 
for the Joint Meeting be held in Chester, at the 
Grosvenor Hotel, at 2.30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
September 27th, 1961, be confirmed. 
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Mr. C. D. Wilson, Weybridge, would give an 
address on Bovine Mastitis.”’ 


Address by Mr. E. C. Straiton 


The President then called upon Mr. E. C. Straiton, 
M.R.C.V.S., to address the Division on the subject of 
“The Future of the Veterinary Profession.” Mr. 
Straiton appealed for unity in the profession, and 
thought it was time remuneration was placed on a 
sound economic basis. 

He saw great possibilities in small-animal practice, 
but for farm animal practices the development of a 
health scheme was essential. He outlined the scheme 
he was working in his own practice. Veterinary 
surgeons should also make the best of the opportunity 
now presented to take on poultry work. Special- 
isation to a limited degree should be encouraged. 
Public relations were of paramount importance in 
the profession’s dealings with the general public. 

A very good discussion followed and the President 
proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Straiton for his 
address. The Members were then entertained to 
an excellent tea by the President and Mrs. Pritchard. 

Mr. J. E. Tudor, on behalf of the Division, thanked 
the President and Mrs. Pritchard for their hospitality. 


THE LINCOLNSHIRE AND DISTRICT 
DIVISION 


The annual general meeting of the Division was 
held at the George Hotel, Grantham, on Wednesdey, 
June 28th, 1961. The President, Mr. W. A. B. Barr, 
was in the chair, and there were 15 members and 4 
visitors present. Apolegies for absence were 
received from 12 members. 

Minutes and matters arising: The minutes of the 
previous meeting were read, approved, and signed as 
a true record. 

Arising from the minutes:—1. Harry Steele- 
Bodger Memorial Prize: It was decided that no 
nomination would be put forward by the Division. 
2. Meat Inspection Refresher Course: The Hon. Sec- 
retary reported on the progress which had been made 
in the arrangements for this course. 3. Common- 
wealth Technical Training Week-Lincoln Careers 
Convention: The Hon. Public Relations Officer re- 
ported that the Division had taken an active part 
in this event, with a display and members in attend- 
ance each evening, the President had also given an 
excellent address to a large audience one evening. 
It was agreed that participating in this convention 
had been well worthwhile. 

Correspondence: From the General Secretary, 
B.V.A. drawing members’ attention to the revised 
B.V.A./R.S.P.C.A. Agreement.—Mr. D. F. Oliver 
gave a précis of the new agreement. 2. From the Gen- 
eral Secretary, B.V.A., informing members of a letter 
from the M.A.F.F. that the Nutrition Chemists of 
N.A.A.S. were willing to address Divisional meetings. 
3. From the General Secretary, B.V.A., relating to 
the composition of Council, B.V.A., and giving the 
report of the Sub-committee on Election of Council, 
B.V.A.—Those present approved of the Sub- 
committee’s recommendations. 4. From the General 
Secretary, B.V.A., drawing members’ attention to the 
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finding of broken hypodermic needles in meat.—The 
meeting expressed the opinion that the manufacturers 
of needles should be advised to offer only laminated 
needles for sale, through retailers, to the stock- 
owning public. 5. From the secretary of the V.V.B.F., 
forwarding the Annual Report for 1960.—This was 
circulated among members. 

Obituary: The President asked members to stand 
in silence in memory of Mr. T. Hicks, of Sleaford. 
and Mr. J. F. Donnelly, of Bassingham, both of whom 
had died since the previous meeting. It was reported 
that the Division had been represented at both 
funerals, that a floral tribute had been sent in the 
case of Mr. Hicks, and that, since no flowers had 
been requested by Mrs. Donnelly. a contribution 
would be sent to the National Cancer Research Fund, 
in memory of Mr. Donnelly. 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer's Report for 1960 
-61: The Hon. Secretary and Treasurer reported that 
during the year 4 meetings had been held, at Gran- 
tham, Market Rasen, Bourne and Lincoln, and that 
the average attendance had been 19 members and 4 
visitors: 16 new members had been elected, 3 mem- 
bers had resigned, and the deaths of 2 members had 
occurred. At the present time membership stood 
at 78. The Division had been represented on the 
Council of the B.V.A., by Messrs. D. F. Oliver and 
J. G. Loxam, both of whom had served on com- 
mittees. In addition, Mr. T. C. Denholm had served 
another year as Hon. Secretary to the B.V.A. Mr. G. 
L. Beaumont had served on the Technical Develop- 
ment Committee, and Mr. J. McCulloch on the Over- 
seas Committee. 

The financial report showed that receipts during 
the year had amounted to £50 7s. 6d., and expenses 
to £66 18s. Od., leaving a credit balance, in Barclays 
Bank, Lincoln, of £18 10s. Od. The Hon. Secretary 
and Treasurer reported that this comparatively low 
credit balance was due to an unusually large num- 
ber of unpaid subscriptions. 

In conclusion, the Hon. Secretary and Treasurer 
thanked the President, Vice-Presidents and Hon. 
Public Relations Officer, and all members of the 
Division, for their willing co-operation during the 
year, and expressed his pleasure at having had the 
honour to serve the Division. 

The report was approved by the meeting, after 
which the President proposed a vote of thanks to the 
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, for his work during 
the year. 

Election of Office Bearers for 1961-62: President: 
Mr. A. M. E. Carmichael was nominated by the 
retiring President as his successor, and was duly 
elected. 

Vice-Presidents: Messrs. W. A. B. Barr, J. F. Birt- 
whistle and T. W. Stobo were elected. 

Honorary Secretary and Treasurer: Mr. J. G. Loxam 
was re-elected. 

Honorary Public Relations Officer: Mr. A. M. E. 
Carmichael was re-elected. 

Election of Representatives on Council, B.V.A. for 
1961-62: The President announced that for the en- 
suing year the Division was entitled to 3 represent- 
atives on Council, B.V.A. Following a ballot, Mr. J. 
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G. Loxam and Mr. D. F. Oliver were re-elected, and 
Mr. G. L. Beaumont was elected, to represent the 
Division. 

Membership: Mr, R. A. Doncaster of Waltham, 
and Mr. R. C. Shaw of Scunthorpe, were elected 
to membership. 

The following nominations for membership were 
received :—Mr. W. R. Duberley of Newark, Mr. N. 
Greig of Sleaford, Mr. J. D. L. Griffiths of Oakham, 
Mr. C. T. Jenkins of Grantham, and Mr. J. Lawson 
of Grimsby. 

Arrangements for next meeting: The Hon. Secre- 
tary said that at this point, with the agreement of 
the meeting, he wished to propose that the number of 
meetings during the year be increased to 5, to be 
held during the months of September, November, 
January, March and May, with the last meeting being 
the annual general meeting. This proposal was ap- 
proved by the members. The Hon. Secretary then 
suggested to members that the meetings might be 
held in Brigg, Peterborough, Market Rasen, Gran- 
tham and Lincoln, and that Dr. A. C. Fraser, Miss J. 
O. Joshua, Dr. K. C. Sellers and Dr. J. K. Walley 
should be invited to address the first 4 meetings and 
that the annual general meeting should be incorpor- 
ated with a dinner, followed by a Presidential address. 
The meeting accepted the programme as suggested. 
A proposal was approved by the meeting that. in 
addition to the regular Divisional meetings, an 
‘Assistants’ Meeting” should be arranged. The Hon. 
Secretary was instructed to proceed with arrange- 
ments for this meeting. 

Other business: 1. The Hon. Secretary reported 
that arrangements had been put in hand for the third 
annual dinner and dance to be held at the Moor 
Lodge Hotel, Branston Lincoln, on Thursday, Dec- 
ember 7th, 1961. 2. A proposal was laid before the 
meeting that “this Division should elect a sub- 
committee to formulate a scale of minimum fees for 
certain routine procedures, particularly in small- 
animal work, for recommendation to all members.” 
After discussion, it was agreed that this proposal 
should be withdrawn and placed before the next 
meeting of the Division, and the Hon. Secretary was 
instructed to inform all members in writing. 

Induction of new President: The retiring President, 
Mr. W. A. B. Barr, gave a short address before 
calling upon the new President to take office. Mr. 
Barr said that his term of office had given him great 
personal satisfaction, and he was very conscious of 
the support that members had afforded him by their 
attendance at meetings. The retiring President then 
called upon Mr. Carmichael to come forward, where- 
upon he was invested with the Presidential Badge of 
Office. 

The new President said that he was very conscious 
of the honour which had been bestowed upon him, 
and that he would do his utmost to maintain the 
standards which the retiring President had set. He 
said that he considered it not easy to follow Mr. Barr, 
who had done so much in aiding to build a vigorous 
Division. Mr. Carmichael said that he considered 
he was taking office at a time when the future held 
much for the profession. An eradication scheme for 
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swine fever was imminent, as was a vaccinaiton 
scheme for brucellosis. He also felt that a new 
approach to distemper vaccination might well occur. 
In addition, the scheme for the training of animal 
nursing auxiliaries would soon be coming into opera- 
tion. In this respect, Mr. Carmichael said that he 
would like to take this opportunity of congratulating 
Mr. D. F. Oliver on his being appointed to the 
R.C.V.S. committee. 


Address by Mr. R.V. Blamire: Mr. R. V. Blamire, 
M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., Deputy Chief Technical Adviser 
on Meat Inspection, Ministry of Agriculture, Fish- 
eries and Food, gave an address on “Meat Inspection 
in England and Wales.” Mr. Blamire impressed 
upon the meeting the immense size of the meat in- 
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dustry, the importance of meat as a food, and, con- 
sequent upon this, the importance of slaughterhouse 
hygiene and meat inspection. Ministerial respon- 
sibility, with regard to slaughterhouses, cruelty, 
slaughtering, grading and inspection of meat, and the 
Acts and Orders associated with the industry, were 
explained. In conclusion, Mr. Blamire expressed the 
opinion that the veterinary profession should take 
more interest in meat inspection, and he congrat- 
ulated the Division in its plans to hold a refresher 
course. 

The discussion was opened by Mr. J. C. Bennison, 
F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., Deputy Regional Veterinary 
Officer. A vote of thanks to the speaker was proposed 
by Mr. J. G. Loxam, and his remarks were endorsed 
by the meeting. 


News and Comment 


THE QUEEN TO OPEN NEW WING AT A.H.T. 
EQUINE STATION 


The Queen has graciously consented to open the 
Gladys Yule Surgical Wing of the Animal Health 
Trust’s Equine Research Station at Newmarket on 
September 29th. The ceremony will take place at 
11.30 a.m. 


AFRICAN HORSE SICKNESS UNDER CONTROL 
IN TURKEY 


Dr. E. Moulton, FAO vaccine production expert 
in Turkey, has reported that no case of African horse 
sickness has been found there during the past 6 
months, and that the threat of the disease spreading 
to Europe and the U.S.S.R. has receded, says a 
message from FAO. 

This largely results from the emergency action 
taken by the Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) and the International Office of Epizootics 
(OIE) to control the disease, which had caused the 
loss of mgre than 300,000 horses in 1960, by forming 
a “cordon sanitaire.” Turkey was the “ buffer” 
against the spread of the disease to Europe. , 

When FAO sent Dr. Moulton to Turkey he found 
that the Elazig laboratory had no premises or equip- 
ment to house the white mice needed for the produc- 
tion of horse sickness vaccine. There was a small 
colony of 500 mice, badly kept since none of the 
laboratory workers knew how to manage and breed 
them properly. Breakdowns 1n the electricity supply 
made temperature and moisture control impossible 
and resulted in heavy losses in mice. 

Dr. Moulton obtained permission from the 
Governor of the province to bring in a special line 
from the power plant and persuaded the Ministry 
of Agriculture to buy an emergency generator to be 
used in case of power supplv failure. A warning 
system was set up at the laboratory, the mayor’s 
house, the governor’s house and the city’s engineer’s 
house to ensure immediate action being taken if 
there was any failure of the electricity supply. 


Housing the mice was Dr. Moulton’s second prob- 
lem. He showed a local carpenter a picture of a 
laboratory cage for mice and asked him to try to 
make one. The artisan had never heard of such a 
complicated cage for mice and, after making one, 
could hardly believe his ears when Dr. Moulton 
ordered 1,000 cages. 

Dr. Moulton then taught the laboratory assistants 
basic principles for keeping the mice, such as putting 
2 females and 1 male per cage, keeping drinking 
bottles in each cage, cleaning the bottles and replac- 
ing the water regularly, using the same bottles for 
the same cages to avoid contamination, and prepar- 
ing the distribution of the food properly. 

In February, less than 4 weeks after the expert's 
arrival, a new batch of mice was flown to Ankara 
from Italy. They could not be taken by air to 
Elazig because the planes on internal lines were not 
heated. The Ministry of Agriculture equipped a 
van with a heating system and made the services of 
a veterinarian available to Dr. Moulton. It took 
2 days to carry the mice from Ankara to Elazig. 
The roads were bad and covered with snow. The 
temperature inside the van had to be maintained at 
75° F. with 55 per cent. humidity. At night the 
mice had to be housed in a warm building and fed 
and watered. Despite the very severe conditions. 
only 5 mice out of 2,000 died. The operation was 
repeated several times and after a few weeks vaccine 
production was started. 

In the first 6 months of the year nearly 600.000 
horses and mules were vaccinated in Turkey, half 
of the doses coming from the Elazig laboratory. 


THE SHARE-JONES LECTURE 


The second Share-Jones Lecture will be delivered 
by Professor C. W. Ottaway, Professor of Veterinary 
Anatomy in the University of Bristol. His subject 
will be The Anatomy of Motion, and the lecture 
will be given in the Assembly Hall of the Royal 
Veterinary College, Royal College Street, Camden 
Town, N.W.1, on October 10th at 4.45 p.m. Visitors 
will be welcome. 
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We record with regret the deaths of the following 
members of the profession : — 

Hucues, Edward John, Commercial Hotel, 
Middletown, County Armagh. Graduated from the 
Royal Veterinary College of Ireland, December 14th, 
1921. Died, aged 61, on March 19th, 1961. 


STEEL, Charles Edward, 0.B.E., c/o Midland Bank 
Lid., Brixham, Devon. Graduated from the Royal 
(Dick) School of Veterinary Studies on May 28th, 
1900. Bt. {Lt.-Col., late R.A.V.C. Died August 
27th, 1961. 

WALKER, Ian Austin, of the Department of Vet- 
erinary Services, Federal Ministry of Agriculture, 
P.O. Box No, 8012, Causeway, Salisbury, Southern 
Rhodesia. Graduated Edinburgh, December 12th, 
1944. Died September 13th, 1961, as a result of 
an accident in the field. He was aged 40 years. 


PERSONAL 
Births 

Barr.—On September 16th, 1961, to Mr. and Mrs. 
W. M. Barr of Duisdale, Lochgilphead, Argyll, a 
daughter. 

Basos._To_ Betty (née Fisher), B.VET.MED., 
M.R.C.V.S., and Paraschos Babos, B.sc., of 187, 
Heronswood Road, Welwyn Garden City, Herts., on 
September 5th, 1961, a daughter, Natassa Mary. 


Engagement 

BUCKLER—Nott.—The engagement is announced 
between Brian Keith, elder son of Mr. and Mrs. 
G. K. Buckler, of Greta Bank, Graveley, Nr. Hitchin, 
Herts., and Rosemary Ann, elder daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. E. F. Nott, of The Glade, Letchworth, 
Herts. 


Marriages 

BeLt—WILTSHIRE.—On Tuesday, August 8th, 
1961, at the Parish Church of Shaw and Whitley, 
Alastair Findlay Bell, m.Rr.c.v.s., One East Castle 
Road, Edinburgh, 10, to Anne Wiltshire, of “ West- 
ward Ho,” Whitley, Wiltshire. 

CAMPBELL—CRAIK.—On August 25th, 1961, at 
Maple Lake United Church, Canada, S$. Gordon 
Campbell, M.v.SC., B.V.M.S., M.R.C.V.S., of Crieff, 
Perthshire, to Elizabeth Mae Brodie Craik of Guelph, 
Ontario. 

Mooptr—STIRLING.—On Wednesday, September 
13th, 1961, at Barmulloch Parish Church, Glasgow, 
Peter Alexander Moodie, B.V.M.S., M.R.C.V.S., to Jean 
Marian Stirling of Barmulloch, Glasgow. 


COMING EVENTS 


September 
25th (Mon.). East YorkSHIRE CLINICAL CLUR. 
Meeting at the Talbot Hotel, Malton, 8 p.m. 
27th (Wed.). LANCASHIRE VETERINARY ASSOCIA- 
TION. Joint Meeting with the North Wales Division 
at the Grosvenor Hotel, Chester, 2.30 p.m. 
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NortH WALES Division. See Lancashire Veterin- 
ary Association above. 
SOUTHERN COUNTIES VETERINARY SOCIETY. Meet- 
ing at the Royal Hotel, Winchester, 7.30 p.m. 
LAKELAND VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. Meeting at 
the Swan Hotel, Newby Bridge, 6 p.m. 
LINCOLNSHIRE AND District DIVISION. 
at the Angel Hotel, Brigg, 7.15 p.m. 
28th (Thurs.). B.S.A.V.A. NoRTH EASTERN REGION. 
Meeting at the Hotel Metropole, King’s Street, 
Leeds, 8 p.m. (N.B.—This meeiing has been 
transferred from Wednesday, September 27th.) 
29th (Fri.). B.S.A.V.A. SCOTTISH REGION. Meeting 
at the Golden Lion Hotel, Stirling, 6.30 p.m. 


Meeting 


October 


4th (Wed.). WESTERN COUNTIES VETERINARY 
ASSOCIATION. A meeting of the Devon Branch 
will be held at the Passage House Inn, Kings- 
teignton, Nr. Newton Abbot, 7.30 p.m. 

Sth (Thurs.). WEST OF SCOTLAND DiviISION. Meet- 
ing at the University Veterinary Hospital, Bears- 
den Road, Glasgow, 7.30 p.m. 

AYRSHIRE VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. Meeting in 
the Staff Common Room, Agricultural College, 
Auchincruive, 7.30 p.m. 

East MIDLANDS Division. Autumn Meeting at 
the Veterinary Science Division of Boots Pure 
+ Co. Ltd., The Priory, Thurgarton, Notts, 

p.m. 

CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. Meeting at the 
Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town, London, 
N.W.1, 6 p.m. 


6th (Fri.). MIDLAND COUNTIES VETERINARY ASSO- 
CIATION. Joint meeting with the Shropshire Vet- 
erinary Club at the Oak Hotel, Shelton, Shrews- 
bury, 8.15 p.m. 


10th (Tues.). West WALES VETERINARY CLUB. 
Farewell Dinner for Mr. E. I. Williams at the 
Ivy Bush Hotel, Carmarthen. 


llth (Wed.). B.S.A.V.A. KENT REGION. Meeting at 
the Great Danes Hotel, Ashford Road, Maidstone, 
Kent, 7.45 p.m. 
B.S.A.V.A. MIDLAND REGION. Joint Meeting with 
the Staffs. and Derby Veterinary Club at the White 
Hart Hotel, Uttoxeter, 8.15 p.m. 


SUSSEX VETERINARY SOCIETY. Meeting at the Old 
Ship Hotel, Brighton, 2.30 p.m. 


EASTERN COUNTIES VETERINARY SOCIETY. Meeting 
at the Belstead Brook Hotel with a tour of Messrs. 
R. & W. Paul’s mills, 12 noon. 
TECHNICAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE OF THE 
B.V.A. Meeting at 7, Mansfield Street, Portland 
Place, London, W.1, 10.30 a.m. 

12th (Thurs.), B.S.A.V.A. SouUTH WaLEs REGION. 
Meeting at the Queens Hotel, Queen Street. 
Cardiff, 7 p.m. 
HERTS. AND BEDS. VETERINARY SOC'ETY. Meeting 
at the George Hotel, Luton, 7.30 p.m. 
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17th (Tues.). MiD-WEST VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 
Supper-Dance in aid of the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund at the Berkeley Café, Clifton, 
9 p.m. 

20th (Fri.). SouTH WaLEs Division. Annual Din- 
ner Dance at the Dragon Hotel, Swansea. 


26th (Thurs.). WESTERN COUNTIES VETERINARY 
ASSOCIATION. Meeting at the Rougemont Hotel, 
Exeter, 2.15 p.m. 

28th (Sat.). B.S.A.V.A. NORTH WESTERN REGION. 
Meeting at the Queen Hotel, Manchester, 7.30 p.m. 


ADDRESSES OF DISEASE INFECTED PREMISES 

The list given below indicates, first the date on which 
disease has been confirmed, followed by the postal address 
and local authority. 


Anthrax 


September 13th, 1901. A. Lenham, No. 9 Holding, 
Bargarran, Bishopton, Renfrewshire (Parish: Inchinnan). 
(Cattle.) RENFREWSHIRE. 

September 14th, 1961. J. Kay, Crorieshill Farm, Maybole, 
Ayrshire (Parish: Kirkmichael). (Cattle.) AYRSHIRE. 
September 15th, 1961. T. C. Harfoot, Trefinnick Farm, 
Stoke Climsland, Callington, Cornwall (Parish: South 
Hill). (Cattle.) CORNWALL. i 
September 15th, 1961. J. Nobbs & Son, East Fleet Farm, 
Weymouth, Dorset (Parish: Fleet). (Cattle.) Dorset. 
September 18th, 1961. W. Edwards, Rushpool Farm, 
Corsley, Warminster, Wilts. (Parish: Corsley). (Cattle) 

WILTSHIRE. 

September 18th, 1961. J. Evans, Home Farm, Waterston, 
Dorchester, Dorset (Parish: Stursford and Puddletown). 
(Cattle.) Dorset. 

September 18th, 1961. W. N. Young & Son, Fullwood 
Mains Farm, Houston, Renfrewshire (Parish: Renfrew). 
(Cattle) RENFREWSHIRE. 

September 18th, 1961. Mr. Frost, North Yeo Farm, Loxton, 
Axbridge, Somerset (Parish: Loxton). (Cattle.) SOMER- 
SET. 


Fowl Pest 


September 12th, 1961. D. S. Pierson, Abbey Oaks, Sprough- 
ton, Ipswich, Suffolk. Disease at: Abbey Oaks Farm, 
Sproughton, Ipswich, Suffolk. East SUFFOLK. : 

September 12th, 1961. H. P. Sargent, Friars Farm, Morning- 
thorpe, Long Stratton, Norwich, Norfolk. NOR 72W. 
NORFOLK. 

Septemper 12th, 1961. Mrs. M. Musselwhite, Broadlands 
furkey Farm, Old Catton, Norwich, Norfolk. NORFOLK. 

September 12th, 1961. P. Hancock, Marsh House Farm, 
Burnham Overy, Staithe, King’s Lynn, Norfolk. Nor- 
FOLK. 

September 12th, 1961. Harrison & Co. Ltd., Hall Farm, 
Wighton, Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk. NorFOLK. 

September 12th, 1961. M. C. Burch, Shrubbery Farm, 
Mickfield, Stowmarket, Suffolk. East SUFFOLK. 

September 13th, 1961. Mrs. O. Whittemore, 11, High 
Street, Meppershall, Shefford, Beds. Disease at: 28, 
High Street, Meppershall, Shefford, Beds. BEDFoRD- 
SHIRE. 

September 13th, 1961. A. W. Simons, 75, High Street, 
Meppershall, Shefford, Beds. BEDFORDSHIRE. 

September 13th, 1961. B. Matthews Ltd., Witchingham 
Hall, Gt. Witchingham, Norfolk. Disease at: Research 
Farm, Langham Airfield, Langham, Hoff, Norfolk. 
NORFOLK. 

September 14th, 1961. J. R. C. Wiley, Manor Farm, Little 
Plumstead, Norwich, Norfolk. NOR 52Z. NorFoLk. 

September 14th, 1961. C. M. Palmer. 60. Hall Street, 
Soham, Ely, Cambs. CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 

September 15th, 1961. T. Denham-Smith, Hill Farm, 
Ubbeston, Halesworth, Suffolk. East SUFFOLK. 

September 15th. 1961. C. B. Dilley. 5 Bells, High Street. 
Meprershall. Shefford, Beds. BEDFORDSHIRE. 
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September 15th, 1961. H. H. Turner, Downfield Farm, 
Soham, Ely, Cambs. CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 

September 15th, 1961. R. C. Dennis-Jones, Waldegrave 
Farm, Hartest, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk. Disease at: 
Park Farm, Livermere, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk. 
WEST SUFFOLK. 

September 15th, 1961. Paul Steam (Farms) Ltd., Park 
Farm, Livermere, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk. Disease 
at: Heath Farm, Livermere, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk. 
WEST SUFFOLK. 

September J5th. 1961. D. E. J. Self, 38, Hitchin Road, 
Henlow, Beds. Disease at: Westfield Farm, Henlow, 
Beds. BEDFORDSHIRE. 

September 16th, 1961. A. Cutler, Cross Keys Farm, 
Dagnall, Luton, Beds. BEDFORDSHIRE. 

September 16th, 1961. N. B. Vince, Wood Farm, Bawdes- 
well, Dereham, Norfolk. Disease at: Firs Lane Unit, 
Bawdeswell, Norfolk. NorFoLK. 

September i6th, 1961. Mrs. F. C. J. Shelton, Wreningham 
turkey Farm, Wreningham, Norwich, Norfolk. 
NOR 90W. NORFOLK. 

September 17th, 1961. H. A. Collins, Tremade, London 
Road, Biggleswade, Beds. Disease at: Bury Farm, 
Meppershall, Shefford, Beds. BEDFORDSHIRE. 

September 18th, 1961. E. Brand, The Bungalow, Weston 
Longville, Norwich, Norfolk. NOR 59X. NorFoLK. 

September 18th, 1961. R. H. Hardwick, Police House, 
Ettington, Stratford on Avon, Warwicks. WARWICKSHIRE, 

September 18th, 1961. R. F. Johnson, Monks Cove, 
Meppershall, Shefford, Beds. BEDFORDSHIRE. 

September 18th, 1961. G. Barrett, 5, Rectory Road, 
Meppershall, Shefford, Beds. BEDFORDSHIRE. 

September 18th, 1961. J. Palmer, Sunnyside, Pratt Street, 
Soham, Ely, Cambs. CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 


Swine Fever 


September 12th, 1961. C. S. Watkins, 19, Tynrheol Road, 
Bryncoch. Neath, Glam. Disease at: Gilfach Piggery, 
Gilfach Road, Bryncoch, Neath, Glam. GLAMORGAN. 

September 13th, 1961. R. Creed, Ower Farm, Fawley, 
Southampton, Hants. HAMPSHIRE. 

September 13th, 1961. W. J. Foster, Bland Close, Ripon, 
Yorks. YORK, WEsT RIDING. 

September 13th, 1961. C. C. Connor, Low Farm, North 
Frodingham, Driffield, Yorks. York, East RIDING. 
September 13th, 1961. N. Bradley, 1. Onward Cottages, 
Fairfield, Buxton, Derby. Disease at: The Piggeries, 
Tongue Lane, Fairfield, Buxton, Derbys. DERBYSHIRE. 
September 13th, 1961. T. L. Myatt, Yarlet Hall Farm, 

Yarlet, Stafford. STAFFORDSHIRE. 

September 14th, 1961. G.H.Coxan (Agents White & Son), 
Brockham Court Farm, Brockham, Betchworth, Surrey. 
SURREY. 

September 14th, 1961. Messrs. K. Cross & F. Bradshaw, 
Woodville, Stalmine, Fleetwood, Lancs. LANCASHIRE. 
September 15th, 1961. R. T. Doyle (Manager), Public 
Abattoir, Leeds, 2. Premises of origin unknown. City 

or LEEDS. 

September 15th, 1961. B. Barber, Primrose Cottage, Ras- 
kelf, York. York, NorTH RIDING. 

September 18th, 1961. J. H. Hill, Bank Close Farm, Hail- 
stone Moor, Northallerton, Yorks. YorK. NorTH 
RIDING. 

September 18th, 1961. T. R. Clark, 64, New Road, 
Nantyglo, Blaina, Mon. Disease at: Piggeries Croesy- 
ceiliog Fields, Nantyglo, Mon. MONMOUTHSHIRE. 

September 18th, 1961. E. V. Jones, 16, Pontgam, Ynysddu, 
Newport, Mon. Disease at: Top Field, Pontgam, Mon. 
MONMOUTHSHIRE« 

September 18th, 1961. W. Rainford, Tan Pit Farm, Down- 
holland, Ormskirk, Lancs. LANCASHIRE. 

September 18th, 1961. W. Hudson, Hilltop, Carthorpe, 
Bedale, Yorks. Disease also at: Salmon Lane Fields, 
Carthorpe, Yorks. York, NortH RIDING. 


Several readers have expressed a preference for this list 
to be set up in county order as was done previously. A 
return to this system will take place as soon as present 
shortages of staff in the editorial department are made good. 
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Letters to the Editor 


The views expressed im letters addressed to the Editor represent the 
personal opinions of the writer only and their publicatwn does not 
imply endorsement by the B.V.A. 


The Behaviour of Cattle in Crushes 

Sir,--1 would like to offer my congratulations to 
Mr. Ewbank for his interesting article on ~ The 
Behaviour of Cattle in Crushes,’ and to follow up 
his request tor other people’s views. I believe the 
pattern of behaviour is to some extent related to the 
breed of cattle being handled; thus, in my own 
opinion, Dairy Shorthorn are on the whole docile 
both in entering the crush and whilst being restrained. 
Ayrshires, on the other hand, will frequently show 
an alarm pattern with almost constant head shaking. 
Friesians tend to come between the two previously 
mentioned breeds sometimes being quite docile but 
occasionally being very difficult with more evidence 
of anger than alarm alone. On the other hand the 
beef breeds, and in particular the Angus and Gallo- 
ways, exhibit signs described by Mr. Ewbank as sub- 
missive but which are not in my view in any way 
submissive. These animals strongly resent restraint 
in any way and do all they can to avoid having 
their heads caught. 1 would suggest at this stage 
they are not really alarmed or angry but just resentful 
of restraint. These animals can, if they lose their 
tempers, become a real handful but with the 
majority they will exhibit a lively resistance while 
in the crush and yet as soon as released stroll away 
quite casually with no sign of alarm whatever. For 
dehorning I agree that the crush with a yoke is a 
big advantage, but for testing I much prefer a wooden 
crush with a solid door at the front, the head being 
held steady by a rope as suggested by A. C. Dixon, 
the assistant with the rope being on the other side 
of the crush to the person doing the tuberculin test- 
ing. 
The use of wood, particularly in conjunction with 
a rope, does away with the banging and clattering 
of steel crushes which give rise to considerable 
alarm. The rope should have a steel eye or ring 
which allows it to run very freely and to be released 
quickly, and should be placed on the neck just behind 
the head and secured by one turn round the side 
rail at the same height as the cow's head. I, per- 
sonally, find that the rope causes less resentment 
when put on the neck than if put on the horns 
where they exist. It also does away with the need 
for anyone to lean into the crush and try to hold 
a nose which can be a dangerous procedure. 

I have found that yokes with a narrow V in the 
lower part are dangerous for some cattle, particularly 
Angus and Galloways who after putting their heads 
through the yoke then tend to lean on it and will 
become unconscious in a matter of seconds. This 
can pass unnoticed because the animal continues to 
lean forward on the yoke and unless it is lifted off 
can die from what is, I believe, anoxia of the brain 
due to pressure on the carotid arteries. I find the 
yoke covers the parts of the neck in which one wishes 
to implant the tuberculin. 

It is, I believe, an advantage to have the crush 
long enough to hold 2 animals as the one in front 


encourages the second animal to enter, while a 
funnel or small pen from which to fill the crush is 
also helpful. One of the fastest testing crushes we 
have is one which consists of a narrow race holding 
7 or 8 cows and in which one tests the 7 cows before 
releasing them, there being 2 men each with a 
rope on the opposite side so that the tester is not 
kept waiting while the cow is secured. 

One other slight peculiarity of the Angus and 
Galloways is their great resentment at having their 
noses held even though this is done correctly without 
interference with breathing, which is such a common 
fault with this form of restraint. 

Yours faithfully, 
The Spinney, J. B. WHITE. 
63, Bouverie Avenue, 
Salisbury. 
September 17th, 1961. 


Sir,—Mr. Ewbank’s somewhat guarded comment, 
in reference to Tulloh’s work, that animals that had 
been regularly passed through a crush “ would pre- 
sumably be much easier to handle and may even 
have learnt to co-operate to some extent” (my 
— prompts me to record my experience in this 
field. 

During the course of a recent cattle breeding 
experiment (Littlejohn & Lewis, 1960), it was neces- 
sary to carry out weekly weighings of 60 adult (2- 
to 4-year-old) heifers in the first season and 74 
younger (16- to 24-month-old) heifers in the second. 
This was done by leading each animal, by means 
of a head-collar (not a halter) from its standing in 
the cow-shed into a crate mounted on the low plat- 
form of a large weighing machine installed in a 
yard outside. 

With the 60 adult heifers, the first weighing 
occupied a total of 135 minutes in two strenuous 
sessions during which almost every possible mani- 
festation of bovine unco-operativeness was observed, 
including a standing jump of some 6 feet over the 
door of the crate. By the tenth weighing the time 
had been halved (67 minutes); by the twentieth it 
was 54 minutes and at the thirty-seventh and last 
weighing a record time of 38 minutes was established. 

The weighing of the 74 younger heifers in the 
following year required 130 minutes on the first 
occasion, 68 minutes on the tenth, 53 minutes on 
the twentieth and 56 minutes on the thirty-second 
and last occasion. 

The reduction in the time required for weighing 
was sufficient evidence of the heifers’ capacity to 
learn what was expected of them, but mere figures 
can give no hint of the obvious relish with which 
many of the animals participated in this break in 
the routine of their daily life. The sight of one 
lively heifer after another trotting along in hand 
like a skittish pony, following the stockman, still 
at a round pace, up the ramp and into the crate, 
calmly coming to a dead stop as the top half of the 
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exit door was swung shut in her face, standing stock 
still with the head-collar rope hanging loose, while 
the weighing machine beam was being balanced, 
and finatly leaving the crate, in response to a twitch 
of the rope, only when the exit ramp was fully 
lowered, left very little doubt that, when their natural 
timidity has been overcome, dairy heifers at least 
are capable of co-operating to a very considerable 
extent. 

It is perhaps unnecessary to add that these animals 
were handled gently and patiently at all times during 
the experiment; their consequent lack of fear of 
their attendants was probably the major factor in 
their willingness to co-operate. 

Yours faithfully, 
ANNIE IL. LITTLEJOHN. 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
Central Veterinary Laboratory, 
Weybridge. 
September 7th, 1961. 
References 
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Sir.—I read with interest Mr. Ewbank’s article 
on this subject and I commend his initiative in 
raising a matter of such current importance. 1 am 
prompted by it to suggest a complementary study, 
viz. “ The Behaviour of the Human Species when 
Handling Cattle in Crushes.” 

Many of Mr. Ewbank’s observations are equally 
valid for operations in the single-file passage or 
“race,” and my comments are directed to work 
in this installation, In the race most minor pro- 
cedures such as tattooing and examination of ear 
tags can be expeditiously carried out by merely 
holding the animal by its nose. This method of 
restraint is very effective if carried out by a person 
who has taken the trouble to learn and practise 
the necessary knack. A very common error is made 
by the operator seizing the nose in such a manner 
as to interfere with the animal’s respiration: he 
places his thumb, of course, in one nostril and then 
endeavours to get his four fingers in the second 
nostril. This causes the animal alarm and it 
endeavours to free itself from the grip. However, 
if adequate space is given for respiration it generally 
settles down quietly. 

Wrong grasping of the nose may seem a very 
obvious matter, but the error is so widespread that 
I am emboldened to mention it. 

Sticks are essential in handling cattle, but here 
again there is often unnecessary cruelty through the 
severity of their use; indeed sticks are frequently 
used when not required. 

I suggest that the question of more patience and 
skill on the part of some people employed on this 
work should be studied, in conjunction with the 
provision of more suitable installations. 

Yours faithfully, 
DAVID C. GREENE. 
120, Barnett’s Road, 
Belfast. 
September 12th, 1961. 
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Tribute to Congress Organisation 


Sir.—Less than a week before the Congress | 
received a request from an overseas visitor to make 
arrangements to enable him to be present at Oxford. 
I gave a “guarded prognosis” and referred the 
problem to the general secretary. 

Arrangements were made for my visitor’s accom- 
modation, and throughout the Congress he was 
guided and given the necessary tickets to enable 
him to attend all the functions. Furthermore, at 
very short notice the secretary’s staff efficiently 
arranged for his air ticket to be postponed for 
24 hours whilst he was enjoying an afternoon 
excursion. 

I wish to express my personal appreciation for 
these services, and 1 may say that the visitor in 
question was profoundly impressed. 

Yours faithfully, 
E. JAMES ROBERTS. 


The Animal] Health Trust, 
Equine Research Station, 
Balaton Lodge, 
Newmarket, 
Suffolk. 
September 12th, 1961. 


The Future of the Profession 


Sir-It would appear from recent press reports 
that the profession is rapidly being taken over by 
various people who have only one thing in common— 
their names cannot be found in either the Register of 
Veterinary Surgeons or the S.V.R. Last week we 
were informed that “a London physiotherapist ” 
was to undertake the treatment of a race-herse. 
Close on the heels of this statement came the news 
that a charitable organisation is to establish veterin- 
ary hospitals, and would be charging their wealthier 
clients some 50 or 60 guineas for the treatment of 
their animals. 

The “ brain-washing” treatment seems to have 
taken a back seat lately, and we do not hear quite 
so much of the cure of Thoroughbreds of wayward 
habits by the laying on of hands. 

Is it really conceivable that none of these activities 
contravene the provisions of the Veterinary Sur- 
geons’ Act? If so it would seem that those who, 
like myself, opposed the Act on the grounds that it 
would be of little benefit to the profession, were 
not so far wrong after all. 

Let those who are flirting with the idea of a State 
veterinary service ponder deeply on its implications. 
I think they will find that those members who have 
always been willing to take things as they come 
in the hurly-burly of general practice have little 
enthusiasm for such a scheme. 

Yours faithfully, 
HAROLD L. SMITH 


Manor House, 
Rowde, 
Devizes, 
Wilts 
September 16th, 1961, 


Th 
fe 
1,137. 


